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REMARKS 

In response to the Official Action mailed on June 5, 2 006, 
the Applicant proposes to amend the claims as shown above. No 
new matter has been added by this amendment. Reconsideration of 
the rejections of the claims is respectfully requested in view of 
the above proposed amendment and the following remarks. 

The Official Action continued to withdraw from consideration 
claims 20 - 30 of the present application. This withdrawal from 
consideration is believed to be improper for the reasons set 
forth at length in the amendment filed on February 28 f 2006. 
However, in order to expedite prosecution, claims 20, 21, and 25 
- 30 have been cancelled by this amendment, and the Applicant 
proposes to amend withdrawn claims 22 - 24 so as to depend from 
allowable claim 17. It is therefore believed appropriate for 
claims 22 - 24 to be allowed together with claim 17. 

On pages 3 and 4 of the Official Action, clams 31 - 33 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 as supposedly failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The Applicant respectfully 
traverses this rejection, because it is believed that these 
claims are fully supported by Table 1 on page 12 of the 
application as filed. However, in order to expedite prosecution, 
claim 33 has been cancelled as unnecessary, and claims 31 and 32 
have been amended to recite ranges for Sn having upper and lower 
limits corresponding to specific Sn contents set forth in Table 
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1. Namely, amended claim 31 recites a range for Sn of 90 to 
97.99 mass %, corresponding to the values for Sn of Examples 4 
and 1, respectively, of Table 1, and amended claim 32 recites a 
range for Sn of 93.7 to 97.99 mass %, corresponding to the values 
for Sn of Examples 3 and 1, respectively, of Table 1. These 
claims are allowable as depending from allowable claim 17. in a 
telephone interview on July 10, 2 006, the Examiner indicated that 
such claims would be acceptable. 

On pages 4 - 5 of the Official Action, claims 18 - 19 and 31 
- 33 were rejected under 35 u.S.C. 103 as unpatentable over JP 
55-020403. This rejection is traversed for the reasons set forth 
at length in the amendment filed on February 28, 2006. However, 
in order to expedite prosecution of the present application, 
claims 18, 19, and 33 have been cancelled, and claims 31 and 32 
have been amended to depend from allowable claim 17, thereby 
putting these claims into condition for allowance. 

Claim 17 was objected to as depending from a rejected base 
claim. Claim 17 has been rewritten as an independent claim 
including all the features of the base claim and any intervening 
claims and so is now allowable. 

The Applicant also proposes to add new dependent claims 34 - 
3 8 to describe preferred ranges for the components of the lead- 
free solder set forth in allowable claim 17. These claims are 
supported by pages 7 and 8 of the application as filed . 
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Upon entry of the proposed amendments, it is believed that 
the present application will be in condition for allowance. The 
proposed amendments are directed solely to rewriting claim 17, 
which was objected to, as an independent claim, to rewriting 
claims 22 - 24 so as to depend from allowable claim 17, to 
rewriting claims 31 and 32 so as to overcome the rejection under 
35 U.8.C. H2, so as to correct a typographical error, and so as 
to depend from allowable claim 17, and adding new claims 34 - 38 
depending from allowable claim 17. As such, the proposed claim 
amendments raise no new issues, and entry thereof is proper under 
MPEP 714.13. 



1055 



PAGE 9/10* RCVD AT 7(1212006 10:19:37 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVKUSPT0-EFXRF4I17 * DNIS:2738300 ' CS1D:3015876623 ' DURATION (mifrss):0246 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



. 07/13/0 6 09:33 FAX 3015876 6_23__ M TOBIAS 

Favorable consideration is respectfully requested. 



0010 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael Tobias 
Registration Number 32,948 
Customer No. 27649 



1717 K Street, N.W., Suite 613 
Washington, D.C. 20 036 
Telephone: (301) 587-6541 
Facsimile: (301) 587-6623 
Date: JulY 12. 2006 



Certificate of Transmission 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark 



Office 

on .Inly 12, 2006 



(Date of Transmission) 



Signature 



Michael Tobias 
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